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Education of Homeless Children 

  

KIPP Academy Lynn & Boston Charter School is committed to ensuring that Homeless Children and Youth have equal 

access to a free, appropriate public education as provided to other students who attend KIPP Academy Lynn & Boston 

Charter School.  KIPP Academy Lynn & Boston Charter School (hereafter, “KIPP MA”) shall fulfill this commitment in 

accordance with the provisions of the federal McKinney Vento Homeless Education Act. KIPP MA policies must strive to 

eliminate barriers to Homeless Children and Youth student succeeding in school. 

  

Homeless Children and Youth are defined as individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. The 

term includes 

● Children and youth who are: 

○ Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason 

(sometimes referred to as “doubled-up”); 

○ Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate 

accommodations; 

○ Living in emergency or transitional shelters; 

○ Abandoned in hospitals; 

● Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for, or 

ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings; 

● Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus 

or train stations, or similar settings; and 

● Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances described above. 

  

  

Enrollment of Homeless Children and Youth 

  

KIPP MA must strive to inform Homeless Children and Youth of their educational rights, enroll them in school, and 

coordinate the services necessary to ensure their success.  Homeless Children and Youth may enroll themselves or be 

enrolled by a parent, non-parent caretaker, older sibling, a caseworker, or designated liaison.  KIPP MA shall admit any 

homeless student who enrolls at KIPP MA via the same processes as any other student, described in KIPP MA’s 

Enrollment Policies, even if they do not have the documents usually required for enrollment, such as school records, 

medical records or proof of residency. If a Homeless Child or Youth arrives without records, KIPP MA must assist the 

family, parent, or guardian and contact the previously attended school system to obtain the required records.  

  

Enrollment shall mean a Homeless Child or Youth attending classes and participating fully in school activities, classes, 

educational opportunities, meals, social and athletic events, clubs, teams, and other services.  Further, KIPP MA, along 

with the homeless student’s district of temporary residence, shall provide transportation to all Homeless Children and  
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Youth to and from school as required by the McKinney Vento Homeless Education Act. KIPP MA must ensure that all 

Homeless Children and Youth are able to participate in Federal, State, or local food programs as soon as possible. 

  

The fact that a Homeless Child or Youth has an Individual Education Plan (IEP) may not be used to delay the student's 

enrollment or attendance, and such IEP shall be promptly implemented.  Though the Massachusetts immunization 

statute, G.L. c. 76, § 15 generally requires students to provide proof of immunization prior to enrollment, the federal 

McKinney Vento Homeless Education Act overrides the state immunization law.  If a Homeless Child or Youth arrives 

lacking immunizations or immunization or medical records, KIPP Academy Lynn & Boston  has the responsibility to 

obtain relevant academic records, immunizations or immunization or medical records and to ensure that the Homeless 

Child and Youth are attending school while the records are obtained.  

 

 

 

 

 


